
Moraine, Ohio 
May 2013 

Opossum Creek Drum Site 



History 

1960-70s – former dump, accepted construction debris, drums and tires 
 
Fall of 2012 – Ohio EPA, local health department and Sheriff inspected the property due 
to reports of trespassing.   
 - Approximately 80,000 tires observed 
 - Hundreds of partially-buried drums with ink waste observed on the 
 ground 
 - Signs of frequent trespassing – burn piles 
 
Nov 2012 – Ohio EPA conducted a site visit and documented elevated levels of lead 
and arsenic on the site 
 
December 3, 2012 – Ohio EPA formally referred the Site to EPA to determine if the Site 
met the criteria for a removal action. 
 
December 12, 2012 – EPA conducted a site assessment at the property. 
 
December 19, 2012 – Public Health – Dayton & Montgomery County formally referred 
the Site to EPA for assistance 



Site Assessment Results 
- EPA observed hundreds of drums and containers partially-buried on site. 
- Site contaminants include: 

- Lead as high as 233,756 ppm (Action Level = 400 ppm) 
- Arsenic as high as 15,637 ppm (Action Level = 22 ppm) 
- Flammable material inside one of the drums sampled 

- 80,000 estimated tires on Site 





Tire Issue 

80,000 estimated tires on Site, some are buried within drum area 
 

Ohio EPA to fund the disposal of the tires 



Tire Issue 



Frequent Trespassing 

Tire burning adjacent to Opossum Creek – oil being released into water 



Frequent Trespassing 

Trespassers scrapping metal from drums by dumping contents of drums into 
Opossum Creek and onto the ground 



EPA Removal Action 

EPA began removal action on April 29, 2013 
 

1st step – clearing site entrance 



EPA Removal Action 

2nd step – establishing command post and building roads to enable trucks to 
enter the site, get loaded with waste and turnaround 



EPA Removal Action 
Scope of Work: 
 
1) Develop and implement a Site-specific Health and Safety Plan, including an Air 

Monitoring Plan, and a Site Emergency Contingency Plan; 
2) Develop and implement a Site Security Plan; 
3) Characterize, remove, transport and dispose of all characterized or identified 

hazardous waste (uncontainerized waste, partially buried and subsurface drums and 
small containers) and associated heavy metals-contaminated soils and debris 
located at the Site in accordance with EPA's Off-Site Rule (40 CFR  300.440); 

4) Develop and implement an extent of contamination and post excavation sampling 
plan to verify cleanup; and 

5) If necessary, backfill excavated areas with clean material and topsoil.  Seed area to 
prevent soil erosion. 



Air Monitoring 

Air Sampling for 
Total Metals 

Particulate 
Monitoring 

VOC monitoring 



Emergency Contingency 
Plan 



Website 
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